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 The organisation of the 2nd International Digital 
Treannial is a historical moment and at the same time a 
testimony, evidencing an ever broader and in-depth activity 
of the  past 17 years. In a few month time, the Hungarian 
Electrograhic Art Association will reach its majority on paper 
as well. But if we make abstraction of the formal features of the 
landmark which can be determined by the symbolic mean-
ings of numbers, then we can say with an easy conscious that 
the HEAA has stepped into the phase of its maturity. As a 
matter of fact, the launching of the triennial three years ago 
can be considered as an obvious logical consequence of a 
natural fermentation which shows that the professional 
credibility of our organisation is being underpinned by real 
achievements both in the national and international artistic 
scene. This time I am not only thinking that the number of the 
association has increased  to  68 and as an association with 
such an increased membership can no longer be neglected or 
left out from any signi�cant  international artistic network, but 
instead, I would like to highlight those qualities that enable  
our creative community  to ful�l  an ever complex artistic 
endeavour.  This would be not possible if there has not been 
an ever increasing number of engaged individuals , whom we 
could consider as points of reference both in terms of human 
capacity and artistic achievement. With the arrival of young 
people among our community, the generational strati�cation 
is ever expressive where each layer from the strati�cation has 
its own  added value to the community. New personalities, 
new talents have shown up on our fora: there is a great variety 
within the inner extension of those artist who were born in the 
�fties and in the nineties. 

 We have reached to the point, when we can shake 
hands with the internationally most  acclaimed names on an 
equal level. I would like to mention among the �rst  the name 
of Jürgen O. Olbrich in this regard, who is a guest artist in this 
exhibition and whose career has started in 1973 and who - 
due to his  factual copy art - is being considered one of the 
most considerable artist in this �eld worldwide. Furthermore, 
there are pioneering Hungarian artists such as  Joseph Kadar 

and András Mengyán, who may be considered as  sources in 
this genre of art which has started when there were no 
computers at all, therefore those terminologies as pixel and 
electrography were unknown and awaited for discovery. As a 
matter of fact, by becoming familiar with their opera omnia 
we are able to unfold the more then �fty years’ activity related 
to this genre of art. Tehnique in itself is not art yet, but a tool, 
used to say András Bohár and the above mentioned artists 
along with their fellow international artists  managed to 
validate this hypothesis with their works of art.. Technology 
was hiddenly present  in each of  these artistic products, all of 
them showed openness towards technical and the  courage, 
and in addition to that, they  became aware that innovation 
may become bene�cial for art. The �rst experimentalists 
carved pathways for those who arrived later to the artistic 
scene: the use of digital methodology has appeared not only 
in �ne arts but in the �eld of literature as well, and due to Tibor 
Papp, our compatriot who passed away recently, became 
world wide recognised. He was the editor of the Paris-based  
journal alire, the �rst journal to publish works generated by 
computers on the globe, furthermore he was the author of the 
automatic poem generator, besides producing most of his 
visual poems with the help of computer. 

 I would like to refer to all these, because festivities 
are the most appropriate opportunities  when they should be 
mentioned and the Digital Agora is nothing else than a series 
of festivities that are being realised in every two year.

 However, it has had no long tradition so far, but it 
has all the chance to evolve as such. As a member of the panel 
I have had the opportunity to get familiar with each tender 
work. My �rst impression was that electrographics with a �xed 
subject matter  proved to be less exciting than the optional 
ones. The harvest topic might seem too schematic. Yet the 
somewhat weaker performance might be explained by the 
fact that the artist constrained by his subject matter perceives 
the contentual proposal marked out by the tender as some 
task performance expectation. Like a student preparing for an 
exam faced with a subject drawn beforehand, which binds his 
hands and his thoughts respectively. Also he might not have 
had a direct experience of the harvest at all, so he would 
approach the Dionysian rituals of grapes harvest and



processing with a light touch, drawn from literary sources or 
sheer hearsay... 
 My second remark worth mentioning refers to the 
excessive use of visual base material of  journalistic origin, 
borrowed from di�erent, unnamed sources. Again the content 
reference is predominantly the harvest.
At the time when we had only the manual means of collage 
and mounting at our disposal, all  we could use  as visual-pho-
tographic source was the diverse stereotypical  photo 
reproductive choice suggested by the press. This compulsion 
has totally ceased by now,  there is nothing impossible for 
computer graphical programs, how we grab the opportunity 
is only a matter of fantasy. Exception is  if we ourselves take 
photos of the visual base material that serves as origin of 
ordinates, thus increasing the degree of creative responsibility 
and talent. 
The above mentioned do not necessarily refer to the 'triennial  
diseases'. However they are generally valid in the domain of 
digital graphics.
Having endorsed the submitted works I  can say that the 
category of free subject does not mean the artist would get 
reckless, hunting for newer and newer contents. It is about 
everybody exposing his real self, trying to justify, strengthen 
and boost  the well-known image, with a disregard to any 
thematic commitment. In other words moving in its  imma-
nent context and iconography -as a continuum of the 
construction that began some years or even a decade ago. 
This is the point where the individual traits and unique 
qualities as well as the ars poetica reveal themselves, where it 
shows who is who, what his art is like, who are the prospective 
whose works of art are likely to preserve in the history of arts 
at least for some decades.
Therefore I think this part of the triennial is de�nitely of a 
higher quality and more exciting than the previous section, 
providing the spine and authentic image of the endorsement.  
(In brackets  I would like to mention that video works -I mean 
the more impressive ones- show most  where they appear as 
extensions of the electrographic material. Actually I have tried 
to underline my standpoint elaborated in the previous two 
chapters, i.e. the signi�cance of poetic conjuction as a spiritual 
trait likewise the physical trait at the altitude of bright stars.)

Bálint Szombathy 
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BABITS MIHÁLY KULTURÁLIS KÖZPONT 

A Babits Mihály Kulturális Központ Szekszárd Megyei Jogú Város legnagyobb kulturális intézménye, 
közművelődési, közösségi színtere, egyedülálló mul�funkcionális közösségi intézmény. A Babits Mihály 
Művelődési Ház és Művészetek Háza a TIOP 1.2.1. - AGÓRA program pályáza� támogatásával újult meg. 
Megteremtődtek a komplex infrastrukturális feltételei a magas szintű szociokulturális szolgáltatások 
biztosításának. A közösségi és művelődési szolgáltatásaink mellett a kulturális élmények nyújtására alkalmas 
21. századi korszerű színházterem, rendezvényterem és mozi terem jött létre. A Babits Mihály Kulturális 
Központban a kezdetek óta erős, lendületes civil közösségi élet folyik a művésze� élet mellett számos más 
területen is.

 
H -7100 Szekszárd, Szent István tér 10. Hungary  www.szekszardagora.hu 
Telefon I Phone: +36 74 529 610;  Fax: 74/511-248, 74/529-615;  E-mail: info@szekszardagora.hu
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Budapest VI. kerületében, az 
Eötvös utca 10. szám alatt 
található kulturális intézmény 
2009. októberében nyitotta meg 
kapuit. Az épületet üzemeltető 
Terézvárosi Kulturális Közhasznú 
Nonprofit Zrt. a kerüle� 
önkormányzat törvényben előírt 
kulturális, közművelődési és 
spor�eladatait hivatott ellátni. A 
kicsiknek és nagyoknak szóló 
állandó programok mellett 
színvonalas színházi előadások, 
könnyű- és komolyzenei 
koncertek, kiállítások, film-, 
tánc-, mozgás-, és 
képzőművészet várja a Házba 
érkezőket, ahol civil szervezetek 
és klubok is működnek.

Az egyes programokra vonatkozó 
információkért keresse fel  
honlapunkat: www.eotvos10.hu, 
illetve közösségi oldalunkat: 
https://www.facebook.com/Eot
vos10/

Az intézmény nyitvatartási ideje:  hétköznap: 9.00-22.00, hétvégén: a programokhoz igazodóan
Információ: +36-1/690-0970
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Közösségi és Kulturális Színtér



TÁMOGATÓK:

200

A Magyar Képzőművészeti és Iparművészeti Társaságok Szövetsége olyan kulturális  ernyő szervezet amely  
megteremti a Magyarországon és a határokon túli magyar kultúra köréhez tartozó képzőművészeti és ipar-

művészeti társaságok és azok tagjainak együttműködését.

Alapítási év: 1994
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